Amputee care and rehabilitation form a relatively small part of modern medical treatment. However it is a major problem for those unfortunate enough to require it. It is for this reason that a publication regarding the subject is more than welcome. Gertrude Mensch and Patricia Ellis have recognised a need and produced a publication of considerable value. The fact that they have set themselves this task is refreshing.
The presentation 'is unique, the editing excellent and the illustrations apt. Much research has gone into the publication and although bibliographic quotes are extensive, personal views are expressed on all subject matter.
The authors do not hesitate to comment on related professional activities and this must indicate a closely integrated caring team, the essence of good amputee care. Further, this makes the volume very acceptable to all professionals involved and the views of physical therapists must be considered and related to one's personal views regardless of discipline.
The publication is an excellent addition to those already in print and forms a very firm basis for continuing education in amputee care, particularly in the field of physical therapy.
It is hoped that not only therapists but doctors, nurses, prosthetists and engineers involved in amputee care, read and refer to this publication. In my view they will expand their personal knowledge and improve the integration of their own professional activities within the caring team to the benefit of our common interest, the patient. I. M. Troup, Dundee.
For Immediate Release
"Manual Wheelchairsa guide" is the title of a guide recently issued by the ICTA Information Centre. It is the result of a project carried out by the ICTA Information Centre with different specialists involved.
The guide is mainly intended for wheelchair users and relatives and friends of people using manually propelled wheelchairs.
It describes various types of manual wheelchairswith reanvheel versus frontwheel drive, fixed versus folding frame, wheelchairs for children as well as accessories. A chapter on wheelchair practice gives examples of how to transfer to and from the wheelchair, how to drive a wheelchair including examples of how to manage obstacles like thresholds, kerbs and stairs.
Useful advice is given on the maintenance of different parts of the wheelchair. Another chapter explains how high-quality functional wheelchairs can be produced in any countrynot only in industrialized countries but also in countries in the Third World where resources are scarce and wheelchairs must be of a sturdy construction in order to withstand the stress of being manoeuvred over rough terrain. Advice is given on what to think of when starting up a Third World wheelchair business. It also gives hints on how to adapt a home to make it more accessible for wheelchair users.
The guide contains 44 pages and the text is richly illustrated with drawings, photos and tables.
The guide is available at the price of SEK 45 from: ' ICTA Information Centre, Box 303 S-161 26 BROMMA, Sweden P.S. ICTA members will receive one copy of the publication free of churge upon written request to the ICTA Information Centre.
